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“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
II Corinthians 12:9

e have been living more than a year in  pandemic.
various stages of locEdown, emergency, short What about a more individual experience?
returns to “normalcy,” and then suddenl Paul readily gives us many, but let's look at one in
returning to life under restriction. It is aﬁ particular. In the Second Letter to the Corinthians, Paul
rather tiresome. We wish for a more stable, mentions a burden that he carries with him constantly.
understandable, foreseeable future. But somehow, He tries to rationalize the burden, even trying to connect
setbacks, confusion, and inconsistencies are prevalent. it to his spirituality. He calls it a “thorn in the flesh” but
How do we deal with this kind of daily life? Sometimes, = we do not know exactly what it was. (Some scholars
it helps to look at how others experienced similar  suggest he was actually crippled, or had a disease such as
episodes. We have a resource to show us, that is, the epi?epsy or diabetes but we have no way of really
Bible. In particular, if we recall the struggles of the  knowing what that “thorn in the flesh” was for him.) We
Hebrews as they escaped from Egypt and trekked 40  know t%tat it was something bothering him deeply,
years in the wilderness back to t%leir promised land.  enough that he asked God, at least three times, for relief
What we can see from this episode is that all along God's ~ from this burden. He has found no relief, but discovered
unfailing care was with them. The desert was surely a  something else that comforts him: his weakness actually
Elace of humbling and testing the people. But these  serves God the best. “My grace is sufficient for you, for
ardships insured that the Hebrews would clearly see =~ my power is made perfect in weakness.” Paul had
how much they depended on God's helping hand. God  learned that God's power is sufficient for his own life.
had not wanted to punish or test them, but their inability =~ Knowing this sufficiency greatly assured Paul. And, it
to follow God properly meant that some kind of  can do tﬁe same for us. If we feel inadequate, if we feel
discipline was needed. We are also loved, humbled and lost in this continuing pandemic situation, we are
disciplined by God as we face our own “desert”  confessing our weakness; but we need to tell this to God.
situations, such as the long lasting effects of this  If we tell him, through prayer, then He is able to fill us

with His strength. Then, nothing that we are asked to do,
including just bearing the burdens we carry, is beyond
our ability. Believing that we are loved, humbled and
disciplined by God when we face our own “desert”
situations, just as the Hebrews did in the wilderness
several thousand years ago, as well as knowing, as Paul
found, that in our human weakness, we can use God's
guiding hand, God's own strength; these give us the best
and only way to meet and persevere during these
difficult days. May God be with us!

Chaplain Mark Stahl
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