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“Nation shall not take up sword against nation, nor shall they learn war anymore.”

nce again, the world is faced with war. Indeed, even
though we have seen relatively peaceful days in the recent
past, war has been constant in countries such as the
Philippines, Ethiopia, or Columbia. These are not "open"
wars, but rather they have been "skirmishes" that never seem to end.
But with the invasion of the Ukraine by Russia, "open" war is now in
the news. What are we to think of this?
War is an almost constant theme in the Old Testament.
In those days, any war was considered a Holy War, a conflict that God
started and led (For Moses said, because the Lord promised he would have
war with Amalek from generation to generation. Exodus (=2 7"} 5t)
17:16). Everything about those wars had a strong religious meaning.
Before and during battles, there were special prayer services, or
sacrifices, that were performed in order to get God's continued
support: See I Samuel (4 VL ) 7:8~10. The Hebrews often brought
their most sacred thing with them, the Ark of the Covenant, onto the
battlefield. This Ark was a huge wooden box with special carvings
and gold inlays. Inside the Ark was the Covenant, the Ten
Commandments, carved in stone and given, personally by God to
Moses on the top of Mount Sinai. It symbolized the presence of God
and meant the Hebrews could not be defeated. But when the Ark was
suddenly captured by the Philistines, the power of the Ark, as well as
the meaning of continuous war came into question. This doesn't mean

that war was suddenly over, for scenes and images of battle continue
throughout the rest of the Old Testament. What evolved was a change
of thought. God's presence and support and even promotion of war
came to be seen differently. Prophets would seek not victory on the
battlefield. Instead, they began to see that the terror and destruction,
the disruption and great sadness was God's judgment against His
people for their many sins. In other words, if people would have
behaved properly, had worshiped God, and kept His commandments,
then war would not come. The glory of war and the desire for victory
on the battlefield began to fade. Therefore, we can see God's unusual
change of heart in Jeremiah (.1 3 ¥ #) 21:3~7. No longer ready for
battle, God tells the people of Israel that he will remove the weapons
they have. Then he will begin to fight against his own people "in fury
and great wrath" and will have no mercy against them. He will make
sure that the enemy completely captures them. This may very well be
an explanation, after the fact, of why the people of Israel were
defeated, but it also shows a big change in what people thought about
war and God's role in war. Somehow, it was the people themselves
who were responsible for the war and for the defeat. It was their duty
to reflect upon their own behavior, their own thoughts, and their
relationship with God. Eventually, the people of Israel began to look
forward to the day when the endless cycle of war, destruction, hatred,
and enmity would be broken. Their new feelings would be told by the

Isaiah 2:4

prophet Isaiah, words that now are written on the wall facing the
United Nations Building in New York City:

The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many
peoples. They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears
into pruning hooks. Nation shall not take up sword against nation,
nor shall they learn war anymore. Isaiah (1 "ﬁf’%) 2:3-4

Let us pray for Ukraine, that the world will help this Old Testament
prophecy come true, even after almost 3,000 years. Chaplain Mark
Stahl
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Deliver us from the evil
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