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Romans 12:17

find a couple of important ideas. First is that peace does not mean
being passive or only being thoughtful. Peace must be actively

pursued. Love your enemy, pray for them, overcome evil with good-

Testament. I would like to continue with the same theme

he previous message was about war, as seen in the Old
as found in the New Testament. Of course, we know that

Never pay back evil for evil to anyone.

T

these all tell us that there is an active process that must be done,

war is considered as an evil thing. We also know that Jesus

must be followed. Second, there is an implied reward for your

continually emphasized peace. He advised us to avoid retaliation and

peaceful process; for Jesus, it means that your closeness to God is

revenge and to extend our love-even to our enemies. He says: But I

guaranteed. For Paul, helping your enemies will bring them pain.

tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,

Although it seems like he is suggesting a revengeful pain, he speaks

that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. (Matthew 545) The

in metaphor. Heaping burning coals upon an enemy’s head really

apostle Paul and other New Testament writers echoed Jesus’

means that their evil ways will be brought to a sudden end, allowing

sentiment and expanded on it. Here is what Paul says: Never pay

the peace of the Lord to enter the scene, and giving the healing

back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all

process a chance to begin. The third idea is that if we actively work

men. If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with

for peace, our inner soul will be changed. When God said

everyone. Never take your own revenge, but leave room for the

Vengeance is Mine, I will repay, it means that if we leave those

wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,”

things—-vengeance, revenge, envy- to God’s hands, we are freed from

says the Lord. “But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is

any of those deeply hurtful feelings. God's wrath is always just, and

thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals

so if we leave it to Him, our freedom is assured.

upon his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with

— Chaplain Mark Stahl

good. (Romans 12:17-21) If you carefully read these passages, you can




