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Jesus said, “If anyone thirsts, let them come to Me and drink. Those who believe in me, as the Scripture has said, out of

their heart will flow rivers of living water.”

record. The very hot and humid conditions we

have experienced have been replicated in most
places around the Northern Hemisphere. Some
people are even saying that this summer's conditions
will not be unusual, but rather normal from now on.
Long hot summer days are often accompanied by
lack of rainfall This type of condition, heat and lack of
water, was normal for our biblical ancestors who
lived right on the edge of a desert. Year to year slight
changes in climatic conditions caused them to be
concerned and also to rely on God's helping hand.
Because the desert is right at Israel's doorstep and the
rains only come in winter, it is a place where saving
and storing water has always been important. The
Jordan is the only large river. It empties, almost
uselessly at its end, into the Dead Sea where
evaporation further reduces what little water there is.
So, from earliest times, the villages that dotted the
land relied upon wells and springs for their water
supply. The right of access to these water sources was
an extremely valuable privilege. If a well was blocked
or dried up, the local inhabitants would have to leave
or perish. As villages became towns and later cities,
the problem of keeping them supplied with water

THIS summer has been called the hottest on

John 7:37-38

became more and more intense. Jerusalem, located at
a high altitude in very porous limestone hills,
eventually needed an entire system of waterworks. In
the Old Testament (II Kings 20:20) King Hezekiah
“built a reservoir and dug a tunnel to bring water into
the city” to safeguard its supply of water. Later, the
Romans built a network of aqueducts and irrigation
canals. But after they left, these fell into disrepair.
Only since the 1920's have they been restored or
replaced. When the modern state of Israel began in
1948, one of the first projects they undertook was to
secure water sources. Relying only on the Jordan
River would not be enough, so a project to divert
water from the Galilee was begun. The main hurdle
was that both Lake Galilee and the Jordan River are
below sea level, so it was necessary to pump water
over the highlands and down to the plains through a
network of canals and tunnels. Presently, this system
goes as far as the Tekuma reservoir near Gaza. From
this reservoir, water can reach the fringes of the
desert in the far south. Our biblical ancestors lived on
the edge, through hot and dry summers. Let their
faithfulness in God's helping hands be a further
inspiration to us.
(FYTLy %= -vay—))
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